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. When, therefore, Mr. "Webster rose to answer Mr. Calhoun
it was 'quite natural that he should congratulate his friends on
the approaching triumph of their principles, and that lie should
claim the vote about to be given as a high tribute to the cor-
rectness of their opinions and the consistency of their conduct
Accepting the issue tendered by Mr. Oalhoun in going back to
the origin of the restrictive system of embargoes and non-inter-
course, Mr. Webster proceeded to say that it was originally
offered to the people of this country as a kind of political faith j
to be believed in, but not examined ; to be acted upon, and not
reasoned about. To deliberate on it was to doubt ; and to
doubt was heretical. It stood upon the trust reposed in its
authors, not upon any merit which could be discovered in
itself. It had been from the beginning a kind of party super-
stition, and, as such, it had been adhered to, as a measure of
war, although it -was now admitted that it was unfitted for such
a purpose.

He then stated with much force the fundamental objection
to this system that had always been urged against it by its
opponents, that its measures were ruinous to ourselves, that
they were inoperative on others, and that they did, not spring
from a purely American policy. It was an imitation of the
Continental system of France, and was, in fact, a means of
cooperation with her in her conflict with England, The com-
mencement of the Continental system of restriction followed
immediately on the subjugation of Prussia, and the humilia-
tion of Russia; l and our Embargo of 1807 came in, and con-
tributed all that we could contribute to make that system
effectual. It was now clear that our restrictive policy depended
for its success on another and a mightier system. Incapable
itself of directly producing any great effect on the interest of
England, it might yet contribute to that end by its cooperation
with her European enemy. It was now admitted that it imist
fall, because great changes had taken place. Those changes,
Mr. Webster said, were neither more nor less than the over-
throw of French power, and the deliverance of nations long
oppressed by its despotic spirit. How unnatural, he continued,

l At the decisive battle of Austerlitz, tory enabled Napoleon, to extort tho
December 2, 1805, in which a great vie- treaty of Presburg.